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BLACK IS... 
1986 


The 1986 edition of Black Is ... continues the 
tradition of the Boston Public Library’s 
celebration of Black History Month in February 
of each year. 

This selected list was compiled by Jacquelyn 
Hogan, Grove Hall/Mattapan Branch Libraries; 
Olive Knight, Dudley/Egleston Square Branch 
Libraries; Elaine McLean, Codman Square/ 
Uphams Corner Branch Libraries; Kate Waters, 
General Library, Young Adult Room; and Lois 
Henry, General Library, Chairperson. 


FICTION 


*ANNIE JOHN 
Jamaica Kincaid 
A young girl comes of age in Antiqua. 


*BETSEY BROWN 

Ntozake Shange 

Racial integration, freedom marches, sit-ins, and 
middle class family life in St. Louis. 


CONTINENTAL DRIFT 

Russell Banks 

Haitian immigrant Vanise and New Hampshire 
resident Bob DuBois drift toward the illusion of 
a better life in Florida. 


CRIMINAL TRESPASS 
Helen Hudson 
Rannee finds that a good man is not enough. 


DO LORD REMEMBER ME 

Julius Lester 

A dying minister relives the turbulence and joy 
of his early years. 


GO, GO, SAID THE BIRD 

Anne Nall Stallworth 

Ridiculed by Blacks and whites for his white 
skin and his Black heritage, Bird Lasseter sets 
out to discover his real self. 


LINDEN HILLS 

Gloria Naylor 

A cynical view of an upper middle class 
community controlled by the powerful Nedeen 
family. 


“Also for young adults 


THE RAPE OF SHAVI 

Buchi Emecheta 

A young African girl and her “primitive” country 
are raped by a band of “civilized” Europeans. 


*SARAH PHILLIPS 

Andrea Lee 

Twenty-one and living the artist’s life in Paris, 
Sarah begins to reconsider her estrangement 
from her middle class American family. 


*A TOAST TO LOVE 
Barbara Stephens 
A new genre—the Black romance. 


*THE UPPER ROOM 

Mary Munroe 

Four-hundred-pound Mama Ruby, Maureen, the 
girl she stole at birth, and other picturesque 
characters people this magical tale set in the 
Florida Everglades. 


THE WALL OF THE PLAGUE 

Andre Brink 

Can a Cape Town “coloured” woman keep both 
her Black heritage and her white South African 
lover? 


BLACK EXPRESSION 


BLACK SISTER: POETRY BY BLACK AMERICAN 
WOMEN, 1746-1980 
Erlene Stetson, ed. 


BLACK WOMEN WRITERS, 1950-1980: 

A CRITICAL EVALUATION 

Mari Evans, ed. 

Personal and critical essays by and about 15 
prominent authors. 


COPACETIC 
Yusef Komunyakaa 
Poems of the American South and its people. 


DAGGERS AND JAVELINS: ESSAYS, 1974-1979 
Amiri Baraka (Leroi Jones) 

Baraka insists that each individual must lead the 
struggle against worldwide imperialism. 


*HORSES MAKE A LANDSCAPE 

LOOK MORE BEAUTIFUL 

Alice Walker 

‘“.. to be warm, to be dry, to be writing poems 
again... is joy enough for me.” 


MODERN AFRICAN POETRY. 3rd ed. 

Gerald Moore and UIIi Beier, eds. 

Lamenting tragic and often unrecoverable loss, 
heralding growth and renewal. 


SEE NO EVIL: PREFACES, ESSAYS & ACCOUNTS 
1976-1983 

Ntozake Shange 

Illustrated by Tom Feelings 

Intimate reflections on her plays and the theatre 
scene, on Diane McIntyre and dance, on Jean 
Lee and music, Austin, Texas, and the KKK, and 
Nicaragua and the Revolution. 


SO SPOKE THE UNCLE (AINSI PARLA L’ONCLE) 
Jean Price-Mars 

This classic work preserves the folk-lore and rich 
religious traditions of Haiti. 


*3000 YEARS OF BLACK POETRY: 

AN ANTHOLOGY 

Alan Lomax and Raoul Abdul, eds. : 
From the praise songs of Egypt and Africa to 
modern Creole, African, and American poetry. 


PERSONALITIES 


BILLIE HOLIDAY 

Burnett James 

Her voice, her style, her way with words and 
melody. 


BOB MARLEY 
Stephen Davis 
In a social, political, and musical context. 


CHARLIE PARKER 

Brian Priestley 

He was as reckless with his life as he was with 
his music. 


*DIANA 

J. Randy Taraborrelli 

From rags to riches Diana Ross embodies the 
American dream. Lavishly illustrated. 


*DIVIDED SOUL: THE LIFE OF MARVIN GAYE 
David Ritz 
Sensuous and spiritual —his life and his music. 


DIZZY GILLESPIE 

Raymond Horricks 

The trumpeter’s life as it influenced and was 
influenced by his music. 


ERROLL GARNER: THE MOST HAPPY PIANO 
James M. Doran 

A well illustrated bio-discography of the jazz 
genius who could not even read music. 


FROM TENNESSEE SLAVE TO ST. LOUIS 
ENTREPRENEUR: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
JAMES THOMAS 

James Thomas 

A freed barber with a diverse clientele, Thomas 
describes the lives of slaves and freedmen, poor 
whites and plantation owners in antebellum 
America. 


GIVE US EACH DAY: THE DIARY OF 

ALICE DUNBAR-NELSON 

Gloria T. Hull, ed. 

The frustrations of being an intelligent Black 
woman in early 20th century America, by the 
widow of Paul Laurence Dunbar. 


JEAN TOOMER, ARTIST: THE STUDY OF HIS 
LITERARY LIFE AND WORK, 1894-1936 
Nellie Y. McKay 

His life after Cane became a search for “inner 
harmony.” 


*MR. T: THE MAN WITH THE GOLD 

An Autobiography by Mr. T 

“lam more than a mindless, muscular... 
walking jewelry store... .” 


NAT KING COLE: A PERSONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY OF A MAN AS 
UNFORGETTABLE AS HIS MUSIC 

James Haskins 


“SOUNDS SO GOOD TO ME”: 

THE BLUESMAN’S STORY 

Barry Lee Pearson 

The romance and the hard realities of life as a 

bluesman are explored through the lives of two 
greats —‘’Honeyboy” Edwards and ‘‘Sunnyland 

Slim.” 


STORMY WEATHER: THE MUSIC AND LIVES 
OF A CENTURY OF JAZZWOMEN 

Linda Dahl 

Both famous and unrecognized greats. 


WILLIE AND DWIKE: AN AMERICAN PROFILE 
William Zinsser 
Life on the road—interviews, anecdotes, and 


personal observations about the jazz duo, Willie 
Ruff and Dwike Mitchell. 


CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 


BLACK POLICE, WHITE SOCIETY 
Stephen Leinen 
Inside the NYPD. 


BLACKS IN COLLEGE 
Jacqueline Fleming 
Black versus white colleges—pros and cons. 


BROTHERS AND KEEPERS 

John Edgar Wideman 

One brother a Rhodes scholar and the other a 
murderer— how could it happen? 


CHICAGO DIVIDED: THE MAKING OF A 
BLACK MAYOR 

Paul Kleppner 

Harold Washington’s victory over the ‘‘political 
machine.” 


THE MYTH OF BLACK PROGRESS 
Alphonso Pinkney 
Racism may be less overt, but it is still a factor. 


RACE, RELIGION, AND THE CONTINUING 
AMERICAN DILEMMA 

eeric Lincoln 

An eminent historian takes another look at 
Myrdal’s American Dilemma. 


HISTORY 


*THE BLACK AMERICANS: A HISTORY IN 
THEIR OWN WORDS, 1619-1983 
Milton Meltzer, ed. 


THE BLACK SPIRITUAL MOVEMENT: 

A RELIGIOUS RESPONSE TO RACISM 
Hans A. Baer 

The origin, development, and appeal of the 
“spiritual’” churches. 


*CIVIL RIGHTS: THE 1960s 

FREEDOM STRUGGLE 

Rhoda Lois Blumberg 

Personalities, triumphs, and tragedies of 
The Movement. 


CRUCIBLE OF RACE: BLACK-WHITE 
RELATIONS IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH 
SINCE EMANCIPATION 

Joel Williamson 

A reassessment. 


IN PURSUIT OF POWER: SOUTHERN BLACKS 
AND ELECTORAL POLITICS, 1965-1982 

Steven F. Lawson 

Complex legal and political battles raised by the 
Voting Rights Acts. 


LABOR OF LOVE, LABOR OF SORROW 
Jacqueline Jones 
Black women at home and on the job. 


LAY BARE THE HEART: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

James Farmer 

By the Founder of CORE (Congress of Racial 
Equality). 


*RACE, REFORM AND REBELLION: THE 
SECOND RECONSTRUCTION IN BLACK 
AMERICA, 1945-1982 

Manning Marable 


THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE 


BLACK AMERICANS AND THE MISSIONARY 
MOVEMENT IN AFRICA 

Sylvia M. Jacobs, ed. 

Their primary contribution was education. 


*CHILDREN OF THE FOREST 

Kevin Duffy 

Enlightened or primitive? The Mbuti Pygmies 
share their way of life. 


CRY AMANDLA: SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN 
AND THE QUESTION OF POWER 

June Goodwin 

Apartheid: what it is like and how it feels. 


MYSTERY OF THE GREAT ZIMBABWE 

Wilfrid Mallows 

Could these giant stone walls and cone-shaped 
buildings have been ancient African prisons 
where forced labor was used to refine gold? 


THE OTHER SIDE OF PARADISE: FOREIGN 
CONTROL IN THE CARIBBEAN 
Tom Barry et al. 


STAYING POWER: BLACK PEOPLE IN BRITAIN 
Peter Fryer 
From 210 A.D.—to the present. 


BLACK CLASSICS 


ANOTHER COUNTRY 
James Baldwin 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X 
With the assistance of Alex Haley. 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MISS JANE PITTMAN 
Ernest Gaines 


*BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER: A HISTORY OF 
BLACK AMERICA 
Lerone Bennett 


BLACK MOSES 
Edmund David Cronon 


*BLACK VOICES: AN ANTHOLOGY OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 
Abraham Chapman, ed. 


BLACK WOMEN IN WHITE AMERICA; 
A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY 
Gerda Lerner 


*BLACK-EYED SUSANS: CLASSIC STORIES 
BY AND ABOUT BLACK WOMEN 
Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


THE FIRE NEXT TIME 
James Baldwin 


*1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS 
Maya Angelou 


*INVISIBLE MAN 
Ralph Ellison 


THE MAN WHO CRIED I AM 
John A. Williams 


*MANCHILD IN THE PROMISED LAND 
Claude Brown 


*MIDNIGHT BIRDS: STORIES BY 
CONTEMPORARY BLACK WOMEN WRITERS 
Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


*NATIVE SON 
Richard Wright 


*A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*ROOTS 
Alex Haley 


SONG OF SOLOMON 
Toni Morrison 


THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK 
William E.B. DuBois 


*STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


THINGS FALL APART 
Chinua Achete 


*TO BE YOUNG, GIFTED AND BLACK 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*UP FROM SLAVERY 
Booker T. Washington 


THE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH 
Frantz Fanon 
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